Comprehensive Growth Plan
Survey (2)
Results

Thank you for participating and giving us your feedback!

This was the second public survey conducted by the Comprehensive Plan Committee.
Open from January 20th to February 20th, 2025, the survey gathered feedback from over
300 participants. The committee continues to actively collaborate to develop a
Comprehensive Growth Plan for Lyman that reflects the community’s values. Stay tuned
for more public surveys, workshops and roundtable discussions.

Comprehensive Plan Committee



Comprehensive Growth Plan Survey (2) has
collected 300 responses

Question 1 has 298 answers (Checkboxes) i

"1.) Why do you enjoy living in Lyman? Select your top
three (3) reasons.”

Small Town Atmosphere

| 246 (BLO%)
Guality of Life
| 195 (B5.0%)
Close to the Ocean
I 53 (170%)
Schools
[ | 13 (4.3%)
Access to Large Towns or Service Centers
| 136 (45.3%)
Close to Employment
] 42 (14.0%)
Was Born Here

o (0.0%)
Queality of Services
I 15 (5.0%)
Criner, please describe.
] 50 (16.7%)

Question 1: Why do you enjoy living in Lyman? Select your top three (3) reasons.
Open Text Responses

o Affordable to own acres of land to preserve living in peace.

o Grewup here from 2nd grade

o Out of the city limits, love country side much better.

o Thechoice to not have your neighbors living so close to you; having room to live.
o Low property taxes

o Efforts to keep taxes low

o Rural setting, not over developed, lots of wooded areas yet close to larger city center areas.
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Question 1: Why do you enjoy livingin Lyman? Select your top three (3) reasons.

Open Text Responses

o lakes and ponds

o Nature, trees, 5 acre lots

o moved here when | was entering third grade at Cousens Memorial School, got married and moved back here with
husband and raised ourtwo children here. Loved the country and quietatmosphere. Wantto keep itthat way.

o Rural

o lliveonabeautifulpond. Areafeelsrustic, yetlam 15 min from stores and health care services.

o Closetoapond

o It’'squietwith not a lot of people let’s keep it that way

o Thefarming community

o  Why not add rural environment or open space or farm/agricultural area- that’s why we are here!

o Close toworkand family , wish | could to live in a larger town with more services

o llive onKennebunkPond so life is good

o grewuphere

o It conveniently close to traveling to other states, but still far enough away from a city atmosphere.

o No large city bureaucratic nonsense and expense. We live here because the cost of living is reasonable
compared to Biddeford and Sanford, etc.

o Allmy children and grandchildren live here.

o Largerlotsizes for more privacy

o Ineedto live in southern Maine forwork. Lyman is a town that gives me the comfort of living in a rural area with
more privacy and peace.

o Cheap, only available housing

o Our 3 acres of property, it’s quiet and private

o itssmall.lwantsmall

o Found agreat house to retire from Long Island, New York

o Lowtaxes, minimal services

o Stilllots of accessible wood and water.

o quiet

o Lakefront property

o House was affordable in this area 20 years ago

o Farenough away from bigger towns and cities to feel a little rural but close enough to go to bigger areas if needed.

o Low population density, light traffic. Quiet atmosphere.

o 5acrerequirement keeps people from living on top of each other. Best feature of Lyman.

o Live on Kennebunk Pond

o Closetofamily

o Rural, agricultural community



Question 1: Why do you enjoy living in Lyman? Select your top three (3) reasons.
Open Text Responses

o

I live on Wadleigh Pond and enjoy the view and the water access. Meanwhile, over the last 30years, the
surrounding towns have grown up around me such that | now have a nearby modern hospital, 2 grocery stores,
Home Depot, etc. within 20 min of my house. After many, many years | now have access to cable internet.
Quick access to Rt95is also a very big factor.

Closetothe Ocean, Close to our Grandchildren

quiet, no traffic, not a lot of people

Space, space, space minimum lot sizes are so important to prevent sprawl. Changing density at a moments notice is
nota plan

It's collusive. Lakefront living

Waterfront

Rural and not to populated.



Question 2 has 299 answers (Checkboxes) 5

"2.) In the future, how important is it to have the
following available to you? Choose all that apply.

"

Shopping Facilities

] 60 (20.0%)
Flaces af Worship

I 29 (90%)
Open Space and Wikdlife Areas

| 216 (72.0%)
Improved In=Tawn Roads

| 135 (46.3%)
Good School System

| 108 (36.0%)
Extended Municipal Water System

[ ] N (70%)
Extending Municipal Sewer System

[ 21 (0w
Combined Fire, Police, and Rescue Protection

] 122 {40.7%)
Bike Paths or Trails Throughout the Town

| 127 (42.9%)
Additions| Cubursl Facilities

[ ] 2 (73%)
Ability to Earn a Living Within the Community

] 38 (13.0%)
Norne

| 14 (47%)
Other, please describe

[ ] 20 (B7%)

Question 2: In the future, how importantis it to have the following available to you? Choose all that apply.
Open Text Responses

o lwould love to have sidewalks near the churches and shopping from Goodwins Mills to Route 111. So many
people walk along route 35 to route 111 and itis so dangerous. Funky Bow would benefit as well.

o Arestaurant or two

o Specifically notwanting to see significant development, deforestation and neighborhood developments where

houses are stacked close to each other.
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Question 2: Inthe future, how importantis it to have the following available to you? Choose all that apply.
Open Text Responses

o Protected farming land (not necessarily government protected, but the ability to farm your land and rights to farm
livestock to be priority over developments goingin)

o Residential growth

o Allofthese can be accessed outside of Lyman easily. We don't need any of it. Keep our taxes LOW.

o Stabletaxbill offset by managed economic development

o None, Keep the property taxes low

o To maintain the current great quality of Town management and stay away from further development that will erode
Lyman’s Charm

o Less government, low taxes, no municipal water and sewer systems.

o Easyaccess to medical services

o Smallboatlaunch on Bunganut. Keep the garbage chain stores out of Lyman. Bad enough we have a dollar
general, lets notadd more junk.

o Citytrash pickup

o Betterinfrastructure. Water, sewer, gas, 3 phase power, fiber along the Route 111 corridor.

o Consistent application of zoning laws including shoreline zoning regulations

o More dining options.



Question 3 has 297 answers (Checkboxes) 5

"3.) ” is a serious challenge facing Lymanin
"

the next 5 years.

Traffic Congestion and Safety

| 102 (34.0%)

Tax Increases

| 183 (61.0%)

Recycling & Sclid Waste Disposal

I 32 (10.7%)

MNeed for Transit Options

[ ] 13 (4.3%)

Need for Affordable Housing

| 70 (23.3%)

Maintaining Water Supply Quality

[ 36 (12.0%)

Maintaining Rural Character

| 169 (56.3%)

Maintaining Open Space

| 130 (43.3%)

Increased School Enrollment or Class Sizes

] 23 (77%)

Increased or Improved Broadband Services

| 55 (18.3%)

Increased Demand on Town Services

I 64 (21.3%)

Downtown Parking Needs

1 2 (0.7%)

Climate Change & Sea Level Rise Impacts

[ 18 (6.0%)

MNone

i 4 (1.3%)

Other, please describe.

[ | 13 (4.3%)
Question 3: is a serious challenge facing Lyman in the next 5 years.

Open Text Responses
o Improved school facility. We don’t need more students. We need an updated and safe building for the students

we have.
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Open Text Responses

o

Too many new developments of houses-keep it small!!!!

I can see in the not to distant future residential junk yards lowering property values. Stop junk yards in residential

neighborhoods 75

Huff Road. It’s also a code violation, code enforcement should shut these disgusting homes from junking out
neighborhoods

GROWTH, WE ARE HAVING TOO MANY PEOPLE MOVING INTO THE TOWN. FROM OUT OF STATE (i.e.
MASSACHUSETTS) FOR ONE AND TRYING TO MAKE CHANGES TO OUR SMALL TOWN. WAY TOO MUCH GROWTH.
KEEP ITASMALLTOWN NOT A CITY.

Increased or Improved Broadband Services, Vandalism (theft, car races, etc)

Cost of town infrastructure to handle town growth.

Light near the elementary school! How many accidents do we need before we actually do something

Further and over development of the Town which will lead it to be just like any other Sanford / Biddeford / less
wonderful area.

Everything | read and hear is about growth. Growth is for Biddeford or Portland. Most of us moved to Lyman to get
away fromthe jungle. Keep it VERY simple with lots of woods, that is why we stay.

Forthe elder community, the ability to age-in-place will depend largely on the access to transportation (other
thandriving oneself), and home care. Itis unrealistic to expectto be able to live here independently without
these services. Asitis, home food delivery is noteven available at my address. |realize thatinthe surveya
number of people expressed their desire to live out their days here, but, as an experienced caregiver, | can
attestthat they are not being realistic.

Stemming growth! Biddeford and Sanford are growing fast enough! We don't need growth here. The traffic is bad

enough now.



Question 4 has 298 answers (Checkboxes) th

"4.) How desirable are the following for Lyman’s future?"

Willage & Downtown growth that is walkable

| 70 (23.3%)
Limit Growth to Areas

| 170 (56.7%)
keep Town About As Is

| 143 (47.7%)
Encourage More Commercial Development in Specified Areas of Town.

L] 70 (23.3%)
Encourage Growth Where there is Little Now.

[ 19 (6.3%)
Create High Density Areas Balanced with Low Density Areas

] 44 (147%)
Concentrate Growth Where it is Now

[ 20 (B.7%)
Allow Growth Anywhere

I 16 (5.3%)
Mone

[ | 4 (1.3%)
Other, please describe

[ | 17 (57%)

Question 4: How desirable are the following for Lyman’s future?
Open Text Responses

o Keep Town About As Is, Limit Growth to Areas
o Allow residential lots of 1.5-2 acres. Allow ADUs for family and affordable housing.

o Please don’t ruin it with subdivisions

o Lyman’s growth needs to be in line with the growth that the school district, fire department, waste management and
roads are going to be able to support in a similar timeline of growth.

o Please keep the 5 acre lot size where it currently exists

o Reuvisitthe size of house lots

o No housing developments or Apartment complexes. Keep our way of living as is. Do not add big warehouse
businesses either.

o Notwanting to see high density housing or commercial development.
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Open Text Responses

o

Never ever should Lyman lower lot size requirements to increase density. 3 acres minimum. If permits are
issued for pot growing industries clean air scrubbers must be installed so nobody has to smellit allday long.
KEEP OURTOWN ASIS.

Maintaining as much farmland as possible

Maintain farms and encourage farm businesses and small retail business

Definitely NOT have high density or multi family housing!

Stop thinking we need to grow. People want the small life we have. Move to Portland for growth.

Cutting expenses and lowering property taxes are a priority. A Property tax cap for persons over 60 would be a

greatidea.



Question 5 has 297 answers (Checkboxes) th

"5.) Which of the following types of commercial
development would you desire for the Town? Select all
that apply."

Retail Stores

I 41 (13.7%)
Restaurants

| 145  (48.3%)
Personal Services (e.g: hair salon, gym, cleaning services, etc.)

] 80 (26.7%)
Light Industry (e.9: Food and Beverage Production, Small manufacturing, textile manufacturing, etc.)
] 67 (22.3%)
Heavy Industry (e.g: gravel pit, steel production, automaobile manufacturing, etc)

m 6 (2.0%)
Essential Services (e.g: healthcare, emergency, sanitation, etc.)

| 84 (28.0%)
Arts & Cultural Centers

I 49 (16.3%)
Agricultural Producers & Farms Retail Stores

| 124 (41.3%)
Nane of these

] B0 (26.7%)
Other, please describe

|| 10 (3.3%)

Question 5: Which of the following types of commercial development would you desire for the Town? Select all

that apply.
Open Text Responses

o More Specialty Small Businesses to bring in tourists. The Goodwins Mills area could become a nice place for

visitors to enjoy, the stream by the Goodwins Mills church, the library and local cemetery. It is super cute and

could become nicer!

o Anybusiness growth would be beneficial as long as it was in a specified growth commercial zone

o Professional offices which will contribute to the tax base with little additional increase demand on municipal

services. Rte111 corridor as well as rte35 to provide ease of access to Rte95

o OURTOWN IS PERFECT THE WAY IT IS NOW, WE ACTUALLY HAVE HAD TOO MUCH COMMERCIAL BUSINESSES

COMING IN and TRYING TO COME IN. Biddeford, Sanford, Waterboro, Kennebunk and Saco are not that far away for

groceries etc.

o Limit restaurants to privately owned, not chains
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Open Text Responses

o

We moved here a year ago to avoid the developed like atmosphere. If it develops we will leave!

Although | am not in favor of any (Dope Growing businesses but | am probably the lone one out on this issue, if the
town of Lyman allows this type of industry to build their business (PLEASE) make sure you require air scrubbing
equipment to the grow buildings to prevent foul odors to surrounding residential homes. ( Don’t stink up Lyman)

Keep that crap in the cities that have already stink up there neighborhoods.



Question 6 has 299 answers (Checkboxes) 25

"6.) Which of the following types of residential
development would you desire for the Town? Select all

”
that apply.
Single-Family Detached Homes
] 177 (59.0%)
Single Family Attached (Duplex or Townhouse Style)
| 91 (30.3%)
Senior Housing
| 106 (35.3%)
Multi-Unit (3+) Apartments
] 39 (13.0%)
Mixed-Use Residential & Commercial Structures
| 58 (19.3%)
Condominiums
[ 31 (10.3%)
None of these
I g1 @now
Other, please describe
[ ] 14 (47%)

Open Text Responses

e}

e}

please don’t ruin it with a development

Condos like those new in Scarborough off I-95 are ok but | would want the number and density limited. These are
helpful for young professionals who can’t yet afford a single family home

Not wanting to see any higher density housing, multi family, duplex or condo housing. Would only want any
further new builds to be single family detached only.

Don’ t reduce the minimum lot size density and do not allow weed products to be grown in Lyman they stink up the
entire Neighborhood

A diverse mixture of residential housing, separated into comprehensive zones designed to attract and accommodate
adiverse range of residential housing types

There are enough places nearby to go to if desired as we all age.

| am a big supporter of the minimum acreage to build in our town. | do not want to see developments go in. They
decimate farmland.

I would rather not see more new building but allow more options for expanding dwellings on existing properties.



Open Text Responses

o  No multi family, condo or townhouse style homes.

o 55+communities offer atax base without the burden of child services (schools, etc.) Lyman's close access

to Rt 95 make it a desirable location for older middle age/younger seniors who are still actively working.

o Single family homes only 3 acres minimum, family owned or not.



Question 7 has 296 answers (Checkboxes) R

"7.) What types of the following Adult Use Marijuana
Facilities would you choose to allow in the Town?"

Testing Facilities

] 45 (15.0%)

Products Manufacturing Facilities

I 46  (15.3%)

Marijuana Stores

] 7 (237%)

Cukivation Facilities

] 59  (19.7%)

Mone of the above

| 205  (68.3%)
Question 8 has 285 answers (Checkboxes) 4

"8.) Which of the following types of regulations enacting
in 2022 Housing Law (LD2003) would you desire for the
Town? Select all that apply.”

Accessory Dwelling Units

| 141 (47.0%)
Density Bonus for Developments

[ ] 26 (8.7%)
Duplexes

| 67 (22.3%)
Four-Plexes

[ 29 (9.7%)
Mone of the above

| 126 (42.0%)
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Question 9 has 299 answers (Checkboxes)

3

"9.) Which of these are important to you? Choose all that

apply."

Access to Ponds

Woodlands

Marshes

Active Recreational Areas

Passive Outdoor Recreational Areas (e.g: botanical gardens, walking trails, etc.)

Indoar Recreational Areas

Bicycle Trails

Hiking/Walking Trails

Flaygrounds
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(62.3%)

(69.7%)

(30.0%)

(39.7%)

(58.3%)

(22.0%)

(36.0%)

(61.7%)

(30.0%)

(22.3%)

(20.7%)

(38.0%)

(29.0%)

{25.0%)

(32.7%)

4 (1.3%)

12
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Open Text Responses

o

o

Preserving local flora and fauna endemic to here, preserving what is great about living here for future generations
I would like more access to ponds to swim. There are so many lakes/ponds here butthey don't allhave beaches

forresidents of Lyman.

Not wanting to see any development for public access areas that require deforestation. Existing town parks could be
expanded but

Don’ t see the need for additional development of new areas.

Snowmobile and atv trails

Low maintenance natural recreation areas.

Eventhoughitis aruralcommunity, | have no safe place to take awalk. People drive too fast and there are no
sidewalks. I'm not looking to "hike"... just take a nice walk without worrying that I'm going to be picked off by a
car or assaulted.

we're fine the way we are. We don't need to add expenses to an already bloated budget.



Question 10 has 297 answers (Checkboxes) i

"10.) From the Municipal Services below, which do you
believe are the most important? Select your top five
priorities.”

Public Safety (Fire, Police, Rescue)

| 239 (79.7%)
Maintenance and Upgrading of Roads

| 180 (60.0%)
Education and Schools

| 142 (47.3%)
Water and Sewer Infrastructure

I 21 (7.0%)
Trash and Recycling Programs

| 106 (35.3%)
Elderly Services

| M0 (36.7%)
Bike Lanes, Sidewalks, or Other Pedestrian Routes

| 67 (22.3%)
Health & Social Services

I 49 (16.3%)
Broadband Expansion or Improvement

] 80 (267%)
Recreational Facilities & Community Buildings

| 62 (207%)
Sustainability and Resilience Projects

I 28 (9.3%)
Libraries

| 101 (33.7%)
Municipal Offices and Facilities

] 53 (17.7%)
Childcare Services

[ 33 (11.0%)
Fublic Transportation

[ 14 (4.7%)
Nane

B 4 (1.3%)
Other, please describe

[ | 5 (1.7%)
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Open Text Responses
o More attention to our lakes and ponds to keep them healthy.
o Maintaining the town’s rural nature while encouraging selective commercial growth.
o Maintaining current Fire and EMT services

o Afterpublic safety, which is currently fine and adequate, all the other items are non essential.



Question 11 has 299 answers (Checkboxes) 25

"11.) How do you hear news about Town business, events,
or happenings?"

Facebook, Instagram, or other Social Media

| 226 (75.3%)
Municipal Web Site
| 101 (33.7%)
Town Email Subscription
| 138 (46.0%)
Newspaper or Newsletters
[ 15 (5.0%)
Word of Mouth
| 98  (32.7%)
Bulletins, Signs, or Flyers
[ 20 (67%)
Public Meetings
I 37 (12.3%)
YouTube Recordings
[ ] 43 (14.3%)
Mail
[ | 1 (3.7%)
| don't receive Town news
[ | 6 (2.0%)
All of the Above

0 (0.0%)
Other, please describe
| 3 (1.0%)

Question 11: How do you hear news about Town business, events, or happenings?
Open Text Responses

o Itseems like a lot goes on on The Happening page. | wish more was available on the official page and that minutes
were published soon after a meeting as | don’t have time to watch the full videos.

o Mywife!
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Question 12 has 37 answers (Open text)

"Thank you for taking our survey! Want to learn more
about Town news, events &amp; other notices?
Subscribe to our email by entering your email address
below to be added to our subscription list."

o Ilove mytown and would like to see a change that would allow people with 3+ acre lots to build a home for
children who can't afford one on theirown. 2homes on one 3+ acre lotwould help to keep our kids here in
Lyman.

o Increase building (residential & commercial) lot size to limit growth.



