
Charter Commission 
The Charter Commission is made up of the following:  Six (6) Elected 

Members and Three (3) Members appointed by the Board of Selectmen.  A 
Municipal Charter is the basic document that defines the organizations, 

powers, functions and essential procedures of the Town. 
 

  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

  
The Lyman Charter Commission hereby gives notice that a public hearing 
will be held on Thursday August 19, 2021, at 6:30 pm, at the Lyman Town 
Hall, located at 11 South Waterboro Road, Lyman ME.  Such hearing will 

allow for the commission members to receive information, views, 
comments and other material relating to its functions.   

The public is encouraged to review the following to prepare for the meeting: 

 What is a charter? 

A charter is the equivalent of a constitution for the town. The charter defines the 
governance structure of the town, distribution of powers, budget process, public access, 

and other government functions. 

 What is the Charter Commission’s charge? 

The Charter Commission will draft a charter to submit to the voters of Lyman, who will 
determine whether the town adopts the Charter. 

 What is Lyman’s current governance structure? 

Lyman’s current governance structure is a Town Meeting-Selectmen form of 
government, where town meeting serves as the legislative arm of government and the 

selectmen serve as the executive body. 

 What are the typical governance structures in Maine? 

● Town Meeting-Selectmen 
● Town Meeting-Selectmen-Manager 

● Council-Town Meeting (often for special purposes only, such as budget 
adoption)-Manager 

● Council-Manager 
● Council-Mayor-Administrator 

  
 



 
 

Comments about the charter process are also welcome at 
lymanchartercommission@gmail.com.   All correspondence to and from 

this email address is a matter of public record. 
  
  

 

Here are links to information on Charters 

Municipal Charters (Maine Townsman, August 1992):        

https://www.memun.org/Documents.aspx?Command=Core_Download&EntryId=5204 

Some Advice on Charters (Maine Townsman, August 1992): 

https://www.memun.org/Documents.aspx?Command=Core_Download&EntryId=520 
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